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Introduction 

Human trafficking, also known as “modern-day slavery”, is currently one of the most 

profitable crimes, earning $150 million dollars annually. In total, Human trafficking/modern 

slavery impacts 40 million men, women, and children as they undergo forced labor, coerced 

marriages, or sexual exploitation. Although the first forms of slavery were not as significant 

within the Asia-Pacific region compared to Europe and other areas, currently, two-thirds of 

victims within the human trafficking industry (around 25 million people) are located in East Asia 

and the Pacific (Walk Free Foundation ILO 2017). 

 

As the human trafficking business remains to be more hidden due to accurate data being 

difficult to obtain, cases of human trafficking are often underreported, under-detected, and thus 

under-prosecuted. Therefore, being able to transparently detect human trafficking cases is just 

as important as the prevention of human trafficking.   

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Human Trafficking  

Human trafficking is currently one of the fastest growing businesses in the world. The act 

of human trafficking is considered equivalent to slavery in modern times where fundamental 

rights of humans are being breached by either child labor, sex trafficking, forced labor, or other 

types of breaching services (Glazebrook).  

 

Sex Trafficking  

Sex trafficking is one of the most common forms of trafficking within the business. Victims 

of trafficking are mostly women and children and especially for the purpose of commercial sex. 

As the commercial sex industry has grown rapidly, the development of sex tourism in certain 

Asian countries have become more common (Glazebrook).  
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Child Trafficking  

Trafficking children (under the age of 18) is the recruitment, transfer, transportation, and 

harboring of children for the purpose of exploitation. Lack of employment or birth registration, 

poverty, and vulnerability are all factors that are associated with child trafficking (Larsen).   

 

Exploitation  

The act of using someone or something in order to profit from it or progress in business. 

(dictionary.com).  

 

Trafficking in Persons  

 The transportation, recruitment, or harboring of others with threat or use of force for the 

purpose of exploitation (UNODC).  

 

Asia-Pacific   

 Asia-Pacific is defined as the whole of Asia and the countries of the pacific rim. According 

to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the Asia-Pacific is separated into 

East Asia and the Pacific and South and South-West Asia when it comes to human trafficking in 

this region (Glazebrook).  

 

Misinformation   

Misinformation refers to false information spread with the intention of misleading a target 

group. (dictionary.com). As there are multiple issues that come with identifying human 

trafficking, information regarding the actual number of people being trafficked can be false or 

incorrect. One of the main issues of identifying trafficked persons is the lack of standard 

operating; it can be difficult to determine who can be considered as the “traffickers”, what 

constitutes the act of trafficking, and who are being trafficked. Furthermore, there are no precise 

figures for those who are trafficked in any region as they are mainly estimated and reported by 

international agencies or non-governmental organizations (Chancery Law Chronicles). 

 

Background Information 

 

Modern Slavery (Human Trafficking) – Human Trafficking in the Asia Pacific Region   

 Human trafficking, also known as modern slavery, still remains to be a significant issue in 

the world. In East Asia and Pacific region alone, more than 85% of victims are trafficked and 
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being exploited (Global Report on Trafficking in Persons). In large amounts of human trafficking 

cases, women and children are from impoverished and developing areas. Increased cases of 

child trafficking are linked to an increase of child pornography, a business that profits 

approximately $3-20 billion dollars a year.  

 

Victims of trafficking are mostly women and children for the purpose of commercial sex, 

an industry that has grown rapidly is the last decade. Although this is the most common purpose 

within the region, human trafficking is not only for the purpose of sexual exploitation; it also 

comes in forms of forced labor and economic exploitation. Human trafficking is growing concern 

within the Asia-Pacific region as 9.5 million out of 12.3 are estimated to be victims of forced 

labor, the highest number of people compared to other regions around the world. The annual 

profit generated by trafficked forced labor alone in the Asia-Pacific region is estimated at $ 9.7 

billion (Chancery Law Chronicles).  

 

Human Trafficking in the Southeast Asia Region   

In the Southeast Asia region, currently, Thailand is the main destination for trafficking 

victims from Myanmar, Cambodia, and Lao P.D.R, while Malaysia is the main destination for 

trafficking victims that are from the Philippines, Indonesia, and Vietnam (IMF). In these areas, 

many victims migrate to search for job opportunities, but end up in forced labor situations for 

fishing, agriculture, domestic work, and construction. As these victims often cannot pay the fees 

that their unauthorized recruiters charge, they often become vulnerable to debt and other forms 

of exploitation (IOM). 

 

 

Issues with Human Trafficking  

As large numbers of victims trafficked from and across to regional states and beyond in 

the Asia Pacific, there is a lack of standard operating when it gets to solving these types of 

crimes. The main issue is that it can be difficult to determine who can be considered as the 

“traffickers”, what constitutes the act of trafficking, and who are being trafficked. Furthermore, 

laws and protocols as well as the application of them vary within different countries in the region 

regarding human trafficking. Not every country has relevant or specific anti-trafficking legislation 

in the Asia-Pacific region and there remains to be no precise figures for those who are trafficked 

in any country or region; these figures are mainly estimated by international agencies or non-
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governmental organizations. Therefore, misreporting cases of human trafficking in the region is 

common, and these cases are even harder to track regionally (Emmers et al.).  

 

According to the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons in 2016, 85% of trafficked victims are 

in the East-Asia Pacific region alone. (UNODC). Japan, Malaysia, China, and Thailand are 

currently all leading destinations for human trafficking from neighboring destinations from 

neighboring countries. 

  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

 

Kingdom of Thailand   

 Thailand is known as one of the leading destinations of human trafficking; it is a transit 

and popular source for both sex trafficking and forced labor. In Thailand, 9 out of every 1,000 

people are in slavery, with an estimated number of victims at 610,000. Victims from Thailand 

are being trafficked to different countries of the world such as the Middle East, East Asia, 

Europe, and the US for different types of services. The victims that are trafficked into Thailand 

are mainly from countries nearby such as Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam. Many 

women and children from Cambodia are trafficked to beg in urban centers in Thailand. 

(Bangkok Post).  

 

People’s Republic of China  

 In China, the majority of human trafficking cases are internal. The two most common 

forms of human trafficking are of women and girls for forced marriage and the trafficking of 

children for illegal adoption. Recently, there has been an increase of violence in cross-border 

trafficking crimes, and the situation has become a very complex phenomenon in China. Other 

than forced marriage and illegal adoption purposes of human trafficking, organ trafficking has 

also become a lucrative business in China. Because China’s internal migrant population is 

estimated to be around 252 million people, the lack of available data about the massive amount 

of people makes it difficult to determine the widespread and evolving patterns of human 

trafficking within the country. (UN-ACT).  

  

Kingdom of Cambodia   

Human trafficking, especially sex trafficking, was extremely prominent in Cambodia. In 

Cambodia’s capital district, Svay Pak was known for the sex trafficking of children as 



Shekou International School Model United Nations 2021| Annual Session 

 Research Report | Page 5 of 9 

 

approximately 75% of its victims were minors, according to a 2011 study by ECPAT. Although 

Svay Pak was shut down in 2005 due to international organizations taking action to end sex 

trafficking in Cambodia, sex trade within the country was still common and became an 

underground business. The large amount of sex trafficking occurring in Cambodia is 

interconnected to the large wealth gap and the poverty resulted from the genocide during the 

Khmer Rouge era from 1975-1979. Victims of sex trafficking in the country are often girls from 

poor families that need to pay off debts or are tricked into prostitution. (Ryan) 

 

Republic of India  

 Despite the fact that human trafficking is illegal under the Indian law, this lucrative 

business remains to be a severe issue in the country. In India, approximately 20-65 million 

people, especially women and girls, are impacted by human trafficking. Women and girls are 

mainly trafficked for sexual exploitation purposes such as forced marriage and children are 

trafficked for forced labor as beggars, factory workers, agricultural workers, and other unpaid 

careers. Although India is the largest democratic republic in the world, the country still has 

countless human violations, which are mostly against women; this is the result of poverty and 

lack of education within the majority of the country.  

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime   

 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime was created in 1997 to combat 

international crimes and illicit drugs. The organization works to educate people about drug use 

and to act against drug-related crimes such as illicit drug production and trafficking worldwide. 

UNODC also works to improve the prevention of crimes by promoting viable and fair criminal 

justice systems and go against threats that come from crime organizations (UNOV). 

 

GLO.ACT  

GLO.ACT, known as “The Global Action against Trafficking in Persons and the 

Smuggling of Migrants”, is a global project working with several countries and organizations 

including Pakistan and Afghanistan in the Asia region. The project aims to implement and 

develop effective responses to human trafficking and migrant smuggling. They aim to achieve 

this through working with government authorities to develop effective strategies against human 

trafficking, ensuring the standards for legislative frameworks, protecting vulnerable victims and 

migrants, promoting the exchange of information with law enforcement regarding the 

identification of victims, and creating more assistance for victims by creating support programs. 
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Currently, the project is partnered with the European Union, UNODC, and IOM (International 

Organization for Migration) (UNODC).  

  

Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal   

 The Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal was implemented as a way of recording the 

dispersed information that is gathered from the UN Convention against Transnational Organized 

Crime and the protocol to “Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 

Women and Children.” To record this kind of information, the Portal hosts a data base of official 

crime documents of trafficking in persons. This portal helps to resolve the large amount of 

human trafficking cases as it not only promotes awareness of human trafficking crimes and the 

devastating nature behind them, it also allows the public to read more about human trafficking 

issues which can ultimately broaden their knowledge about the topic. (UNODC).  

  

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1951 

 

 

 

1996 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) was created in order to ensure 

that the management of migration is orderly and human. The organization aims 

to promote international cooperation on migration issues, to aid the process of 

searching for practical solutions to migration problems and to provide 

humanitarian assistance to migrants in need such as refugees 

 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was first to attempt 

to combat the issue of trafficking in women and children in South Asia at a 

Foreign Ministers Meeting held in December of 1996; this contributed to South 

Asia’s first regional treaty on trafficking   

 

1997 

 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) was established by various 

United Nations entities in order to address issues of illicit trafficking and abuse 

of drugs, crime prevention and criminal justice, international terrorism, and 

political corruption 

 

2015-2019 
Global Action (GLO.ACT) is a four-year joint initiative between the European 

Union (EU) and UNODC and partnership with IOM and United Nations 
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Children’s Fund (UNICEF) that aimed to address and prevent human trafficking 

across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America. In order to achieve their 

four-year goal, the initiative adopted six key responses: strategy and policy 

development, legislative assistance, capacity building, regional and trans-

regional cooperation, protection and assistance to victims of trafficking and 

smuggled migrants, and assistance and support to children among victims of 

trafficking and smuggled migrants.  

 

  

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Report on trafficking in women and girls / Secretary General (A/53/409) 

● Report on the exploitation of labor through illicit and clandestine trafficking (E/CN.4/RES/1984/38) 

● Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP Report)  

● Status of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of 

the Prostitution of Others (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.2/1988/3)  

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Aid from Organizations and Databases  

 International organizations such as UNODC and its initiative named GLO.ACT have addressed 

issues related to the illicit trafficking of people and drugs since 1997. Other non-profit organizations such 

as Liberty Asia have been working towards preventing this issue through legal advocacy, technological 

interventions, and strategic collaborations with other NGOs in the Asia Pacific region. Other than 

organizations, databases such as IOM’s Migration Data Portal and The Counter Trafficking Data 

Collaborative (CTDC) serves as a way for government authorities to collect accurate information on 

trafficked persons in specific areas such as the Asia Pacific. For instance, CTDC demonstrates that 

approximately 1/5th of trafficked victims are children; respectively 56% of girls and 44% of boys. 

 

Possible Solutions  

Education and Raising Awareness 

National commissions within the Asia-Pacific region should be required to undertake the idea of 

education on human rights. Human trafficking issues should be integrated into training and dissemination 

programs as a priority in significant destination countries such as the ones listed above. In order to 

properly incorporate and reflect human rights issues such as human trafficking, groups such as public 

officials (judiciary, police, prosecutors, immigration officials) and societal groups such as the media, 

NGOs, and educators should be responsible in raising awareness on human trafficking cases and ways 
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to prevent them. Furthermore, Survivors of human trafficking struggle to show that crimes related to 

them ever existed in early days of anti-trafficking movements around the world. Therefore, awareness 

campaigns should be made in order to fight the stigma of discussing trafficking related topics, victim 

blaming, and to ensure victims are treated with respect.  

 

Boycotting companies and products that permit human trafficking  

Many goods produced all over the world are products of victims of human trafficking. In order to 

minimize the amount of people trafficked or recruited for labor purposes, it is essential that we are 

conscientious about the products we purchase. Again, raising awareness on the products that contribute 

to “slavery footprint” is crucial in the process of boycotting companies that create their goods by forced 

labor or child labor.  
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Appendix I:  

Human Trafficking in Southeast Asia  

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2018/09/human-trafficking-in-southeast-asia-caballero.htm 

 

Appendix II:  

Asia and Pacific Region – Global Slavery Index  

https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/findings/regional-analysis/asia-and-the-pacific/ 

 

Appendix III:  

Forced Labor in Asia and the Pacific  

https://www.ilo.org/asia/areas/forced-labour/WCMS_634534/lang--en/index.htm 
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