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Introduction 

Ethnic minorities are defined as people who have different national or cultural traditions from the 

main population. Some countries, like South Korea, are inhabited by a primarily homogenous ethnic 

group, while other countries, like the United States, have a "melting pot" of ethnicities where many 

different ethnicities co-exist, hence the term. Myanmar has 135 officially recognized ethnicities- a 

considerable amount compared to the country's landmass as sizable countries like China have 56 

ethnicities. Among 135 ethnicities in Myanmar, the Rohingya are known as the "most persecuted group 

globally," as recognized by the UN in 2013. Ergo, there is an apparent reason for the title, as some of 

them are even imprisoned in ghettos within camps patrolled by the Myanmar army. They are now 

socially and geographically isolated from the outside world, and a global solution is needed. To solve a 

chaotic situation of this magnitude- with over one million people displaced- greater attention from outside 

nations are necessary. 

In the modern world, the refugee crisis is one of the most striking and controversial issues. More 

than 82 million refugees and displaced people worldwide: according to new UN data, 82.4 million people 

were exiled by the end of 2020 due to war, violence, persecution, and other emergencies despite the 

COVID-19 epidemic. The United Nations Migration Agency (IOM) acknowledges that migration and 

displacement have increased due to conflicts, persecution, environmental degradation and change, and 

human security and opportunity deficits. Their lives are at stake, jobs and incomes can be destroyed, 

food shortages are occurring, prohibitively expensive, and children's access to education can be 

blocked. People become refugees to pursue safety and safe life. Many people seek refuge in large 

settlements called refugee camps run by the United Nations and humanitarian aid organizations. 

Rohingya are not exceptions. They are Muslims which contradicts the Buddhist majority in Myanmar. 

Violence between the Rohingya Muslim and Rakhine Buddhist communities is unavoidable. There was a 

military crackdown on Rohingya civilians by Myanmar's security forces and militant attacks by Rohingya 

insurgents in Buthidaung, Maungdaw, and Rathedaung Townships border Bangladesh. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

Refugee 

A refugee is a person who has to leave one nation to avoid some extreme circumstances such as 

persecution, war, and natural disasters. Refugees are vulnerable to imprisonment, torture, 

property loss, malnutrition, physical assault, extreme fear, rape, and loss of livelihood. 

Minority 

Group of people whose ethnicity, skin color, nationality, religious, or cultural origins are different 

from the dominant group in the country where they live (in most cases, the majority of the 

population). Being a minority can lead one to exposure to racism and discrimination and the 

perception of low social position, leading to depression and anxiety. 

 

Background Information 

When the same ethnicity from the same nation is divided and becomes hostile, such as Palestine 

and Israel, there is a high possibility of intervention from other nations. 

Divide and Rule 

Divide and Rule is a governing style widely used by Western powers in the colonies. It is a strategy 

that divides the colonists into religious, regional, ethnic groups, and so on and gives only one group 

privilege, causing internal conflict among the colony. The Rohingya refugee crisis also started from this 

strategy. UK utilized this strategy very well to effectively control Myanmar, one of their colonies. The UK 

gave preferential treatment to minorities over the Bamar group, which consists of approximately 70% of 

the population in Myanmar. 

Indians and Muslims 

More and more Indians and Muslims moved to Myanmar and gained dominant positions 

with the help of the British. Indians and Muslims doubled in number from the 1880s to 1930s due 

to rice cultivation. Soon, they worked as colonial officials, settled in the capital, became farm 

owners, and started running rice farms in western Rakhine. These people believed in Islam or 

Hinduism, not Buddhism, as they came from India. The Burmese were displeased because the 

people who took control of the economy and administration were heathens. In particular, the 

western province of Rakhine is attached to what is now Bangladesh. Therefore, Bengal and Muslim 

immigrants flooded in. Originally, as they were geographically close to Bengal, Muslims had been 
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living in the region even before the British arrived, creating hostility with the native Buddhists due 

to their religion. But as Britain came in, more Bengalese immigrated, exacerbating the conflict. 

Those e who came to Myanmar through Britain and before are called Rohingya. 

World War II 

Right after World War II had started, Japan colonized East Asia rapidly. Defeating the British in 

Hong Kong and Singapore, Japan had a larger vision of conquest: dominating India and Australia. Japan 

attacked Myanmar to use it as a bridgehead to India. Burmese and Buddhists welcomed the Japanese 

army, the Buddhism force, as liberation forces because they had a deep antipathy toward the British and 

Indians. On the contrary, the Muslim community, including the Rohingya, and a small number of Christians, 

supported the British army. Burmese independence forces fought with other ethnic minorities in 

cooperation with the Japanese in protest against the accumulated discrimination and oppression. British 

forces, deprived of Hong Kong and the Malay Peninsula and moved elite troops to North Africa to face 

Germany and Italy, gave up Myanmar to preemptively defend India. Indians and Muslims who came in 

with the UK quickly escaped Myanmar. Rakhine State, where Rohingya were located, was the 

confrontation between the allied forces and Japanese troops. With the assistance of Japanese troops, 

Burmese started ruthless retaliation against Indians, Islam, and Muslims. Since Rohingyas were 

recognized as a traitor to the British colonialists, Bamar and Buddhists were ready to kill them anytime. 

Rohingya were deprived of their property and land, slaughtered, and gradually displaced from their 

residences and moved to the north. 

Independence 

Britain, which cleared up the Axis powers in North Africa, recaptured Myanmar and finally approved 

Myanmar's independence in 1947 through 1947 Panglong agreement. However, the relationship between 

the Burmese with other Buddhists and the Rohingya had reached an irreversible point. The mainstream 

Burmese and the indigenous peoples of the Rakhine region were always bent on exterminating Muslims. 

The military, which took power in a coup after independence, apparently put forth national harmony but 

suppressed minorities by copying the Divide and Rule that Britain did. It pushed ahead with policies in 

favor of the Burmese and caused other peoples to split up and fight. A representative policy is to divide 

minorities in Myanmar into 135 and issue citizenship in three grades. The military government divided 

citizenship into full-citizenship, quasi-citizens, naturalized citizens, and people except full-citizenship were 

not recognized for their suffrage and private property. In order to achieve full citizens, one must settle 

before 1823 and the British invasion. Ethnicities including the Kachin, Kayah, Karen, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, 

or Shan can vote and enjoy all their rights. For Rohingya, it has been a challenge to prove that they have 

lived before the UK era except few. The military regime branded the Rohingya as illegal immigrants from 

Bengal and demolished mosques and villages at will.  
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Since the 1988 mass democratic uprising and general elections failed, the military has 

implemented a policy to absorb Buddhist minorities into the Burma group. While the Rohingya has suffered 

even more from complete extermination, limited freedom of residence, and strict marriage rules. In 2010, 

the democratization of Myanmar gave Rohingya a bit of a breather, but the Buddhists, who were deeply 

involved in the democratic process, turned their arrows to Islam, making the suppression of Islam to be 

even more intensified. Also, it was not possible to expect a significant change in existing minority policies 

because the military's influence was still absolute. Even Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, a 

symbol of Myanmar's democratization, aided the recent 2017 Rohingya massacre, looking at the military 

to protect the regime she had won in decades. For this reason, she was criticized by the world for not 

being eligible for the Nobel Peace Prize. Defending the Rohingya people would lead the military again due 

to the loss of support from Myanmar's people, and turning a blind eye to it would lead to political isolation 

due to the loss of support from the international community. It was a trap created by the Divide and Rule 

strategy for a long time. Furthermore, even a tiny bit of hope has been lost to the Rohingya people as the 

military again staged a coup in early 2021, against the November 2020 general elections. 

COVID-19 

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, most societies and lives have changed due to practices designed 

to slow the spread of COVID-19. Cities and countries have isolated millions of people worldwide and 

ordered their residents to stay in the area. Nevertheless, these mitigation measures are becoming 

increasingly difficult to implement in refugee societies. As seen in the Rohingya refugee camp in 

Bangladesh, the potential consequences of the outbreak in the camps will be catastrophic. 

About 626,500 Rohingya refugees live in Bangladesh's Kutuparon Balhari expansion area. The 

Rohingya are already facing health problems and have limited access to medical services. It is estimated 

that 0.31 doctors and 0.12 nurses per 1,000 people, far below the WHO's proposed 4.5 medical workers, 

are working under limited infection prevention measures. Also, only 17% of households reported the 

presence of soap at a hand-washing station.  

Access to sufficient quantities of water is a critical component of maintaining personal and 

household hygiene during this health crisis. Particularly as the dry season approaches, easy access to 

water will be crucial in supporting households' ability to maintain proper hygiene and to practice the hygiene 

and sanitary messages being disseminated within the camps. However, that is not done very successfully 

in Kutupalong Camp as most reported that they have to spend more than 10 minutes to access primary 

water points. 
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Caption #1: % of households reporting that the latrine they normally use did not have soap the last time they accessed 

it (WASH Sector / REACH Household Survey) 

Caption #2: % of households reporting spending 10+ minutes queueing/ waiting at their primary water point (WASH 

Sector / REACH Household Survey) 

Unfortunately, it is unrealistic for doctors, nurses, and healthcare workers worldwide to expect them 

to help refugee camps in light of the international demand for healthcare workers. Many of the proposed 

isolation practices in Rohingya refugee villages rely on large-scale experiments, and the lack of COVID-

19 testing equipment worldwide is causing difficulties. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Myanmar  

 Myanmar is the country that has the most significant impact on Rohingya people. There are 

about 1 million Rohingya people in the northern part of the Rakhine state, which borders India and 

Bangladesh, among the 52 million total population of Myanmar. The government of Myanmar denied 

Rohingya’s citizenship in 1982 and saw them as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. Rohingyas have 

been made the target of persecution by the government since then. The Burmese military and local 

Buddhists have killed more than 24,000 Rohingya people since the "clearance operations" that is started 

on August 25th 2017. 

World Health Organization (WHO)  

 The World Health Organization (WHO) is a UN organization made to improve health and keep 

the world safe, especially the vulnerable people. This organization tries its best to reach the highest level 

of health for everyone. WHO indeed is one organization that had saved many lives. Since their primary 
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role is to aid people to maintain good health, they did not solve the tension among ethnicities or 

countries but provided virtual assistance for Rohingya as they are primarily in very severe conditions. 

Their support became even more crucial after covid-19. In 2017, this organization started water quality 

test activities, started prepositioning medical supplies, and vaccinated the second dose of the Cholera 

vaccine. Annually, mass vaccination occurs in Rohingya camps for diseases such as cholera, diphtheria, 

measles, and rubella. 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

 UNICEF is an agency of the United Nations responsible for worldwide children's humanitarian 

and developmental aid. They work for immunizations and disease prevention, improving sanitation, 

promoting educations, and enhancing childhood and maternal nutrition. Regarding the Rohingya crisis, 

UNICEF has stated that "This is a crisis without a quick fix that could take years to resolve unless there 

is a concerted effort to address its root causes." Meanwhile, on the ground, UNICEF is working with 

governments to reduce the spread of COVID-19 by providing supplies such as safe water and soap to 

have a clean environment. UNICEF is also utilizing radio broadcasts and cartoons in the refugee camps 

for educations about life-saving information. 

World Food Program (WFP) 

The World Food Program (WFP) is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations. It is 

the world's largest humanitarian organization, that focuses on hunger and food security and the 

largest provider of school meals. Super Cereal Plus is nutritious porridge for Rohingya who has 

arrived across the border malnourished. WFP has provided it to 63,000 children and mothers. 

The World Food Program (WFP) is expanding its e-voucher program to cover the influx of 

existing and new refugees, which will give families more flexibility in what kind of food they can 

eat, such as vegetables, eggs, and dry foods. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1989 

Burma was renamed as renamed to Myanmar after a military crackdown 

following the suppression of the popular uprising. The National Law and Order 

Restoration Commission increases its military presence in northern Rakhine 

province, while the Rohingya people are reportedly subjected to forced labor, 
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forced migration, rape, summary execution, and torture. About 250,000 

Rohingyas fled to Bangladesh. 

 

2014 
Myanmar’s first census was conducted, but it excluded Rohingya. 

 

November 2015 

For Myanmar's first democratic elections, Rohingya were not allowed to 

participate as a candidate or voters. Aung San Suu Kyi became a de-facto 

leader and agreed to share power with the military. 

 

October 9th, 2016 

About 300 Rohingya men attacked border posts in Rakhine State, killing nine 

police officers. This increased the tension between Rohingya and the Myanmar 

government, causing a lot of Rohingya to flee Bangladesh. 

 

August 25th, 2017 

Myanmar's state media have reported that at least 20 police posts and 12 

security personnel were killed by ARSA rebels in a series of attacks targeting 

army bases in Rakhine province. The military authorities responded by "opening 

operations,” burning villages, and emigrating Rohingya to Bangladesh. 

 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar, 14 September–

2 October 2020 (A/HRC/45/5) 

● This is the Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and reports 

of the Office of the High Commissioner and the Secretary-General about implementing the 

international fact-finding mission on Myanmar and progress in the situation of human rights in 

Myanmar, such as Rohingya. 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

There are two main things governments and organizations did to improve the Rohingya crisis. 

First, it was to develop the condition in the refugee camp. There are two main things governments and 

organizations did to improve the Rohingya crisis. First, it was to develop the condition in the refugee 

camp. Several organizations, such as WHO, distributed shelter upgrade kits especially to disadvantaged 

groups to promote health. It helps to reduce the risks caused by disasters and minimizing hunger 
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through safe food supplies. These methods might be effective in the short term as they will significantly 

improve health conditions saving many lives. However, this method cannot last permanently as 

Rohingya will still not earn citizenship and care for by a nation. Therefore, countries like Bangladesh, 

Myanmar, Malaysia, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia should accept them. 

2017 Bangladesh Acceptance 

Myanmar's neighboring country Bangladesh, where Rohingya originally came from, accepted 

Rohingya. Camp Kutupalong, the world's largest refugee camp, is home to more than 650,000 people in 

tents and rough shelters. In 2017, Bangladeshi citizens welcomed Rohingya, but tensions between the 

two groups have gradually increased. The Rohingya have been accused of lowering wages in the region, 

destroying natural land, and attracting aid that ignores local problems. Many people in Bangladesh now 

blame Rohingya for the spread of the Covid-19. Bangladeshi people are focused on suppressing and 

treating the virus in their communities, limiting their ability to help Rohingyas. Therefore, there is little 

hope for local aid.  

COVID-19 

Several outbreak containment centers are already made due to previous cholera and diphtheria 

outbreaks in Bangladesh, which can also be used to combat COVID-19. UN agencies and NGOs have 

successfully utilized standing centers for current needs. Only considering the number, one might think 

that the COVID-19 is not very severe for Rohingya since there have been only 52 cases. In fact, Manish 

Kumar Agrawal, Bangladesh director of the non-governmental organization International Rescue 

Committee, mentioned that limited testing kits made that data. UN has donated 1400 isolation beds and 

some amount of money to 375000 people so far. Isolation beds are critical for the recovery of Covid-19 

and conducting medical services. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Accepting Rohingya 

From the perspective of solving an issue of the Rohingya crisis without considering any other 

factors such as the situation in the countries that accepted refugees, the best solution is for neighboring 

countries to accept the refugees. Countries such as Myanmar, Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, and UAE 

should accept them. Recognizing them just like existing citizens in those nations and continuous 

education will improve the quality of Rohingya people’s lives.  

Improve refugee camp 
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Plenty of organizations have already assisted in improving the condition in the refugee camp 

where Rohingya live. UNICEF, WFP, WHO, and BRAC are outstanding examples among them. 

However, the situation needs to be improved as they still are in a very vulnerable condition. Therefore, 

more advertisement and education must be made globally for more attention. Greater attention will lead 

to more support toward Rohingya. 
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. Further reading 

• https://usun.usmission.gov/united-states-statement-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-
of-the-rohingya-muslims-and-other-minorities-in-myanmar/  
Statement on agenda item 70c “Situation of Human Rights of the Rohingya Muslims 
and Other Minorities in Myanmar” from USUN. 

• https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/846981 
UN digital library about Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other 
minorities in Myanmar during the Thirty-second session. 
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